
MARTIN ST. 
LOOKOUT PROJECT 

 

The Concept: 
Ever notice the breathtaking view from the 
area at the end of Martin St. S (across from the 
fairgrounds)? 

Ever notice wheelchair bound citizens 
enjoying the view from the road. 

Wonder how it can be made accessible to a 
wider segment of the community? 

The Site: 
The area is the open riverbank area where 
Martin St. curves to become St. Paul St. It is 
directly across the Mississippi River and just 
downstream from the NLAS Fairground. 

Currently the area is a rough gravel slope with 
run-off channels for water flowing off the 
street. 

Two benches provide limited seating. 

Current Usage: 
Rest area for families. Favourite activities 
include sitting, rock skipping, viewing the 
goings on at the fair grounds. 

Viewing area for limited access individuals. A 
number of people come down from the 
hospital and Fairview manor for a peaceful 
and interesting view. Currently they cannot 
leave the road area due to the rough nature of 
the site and lack of shade. This use can be 
expected to expand as the hospital and manor 
grow. 

There is an existing use for small boat launch 
(canoe/kayak). 

 The rough path offers river access for fishing, 
bird watching. 

For those considerate not to set their dogs 
loose at the Almonte beach (i.e. the NLAS 
Fair Grounds), this area has become the 
“unofficial” dog beach. 

Site Assessment: 
Currently access is difficult and somewhat 
hazardous especially for those with 
wheelchairs or those not as agile as they once 
were. 

The problems include lack of sidewalk, 
sloping and rough riverbank, absence of 
shade, and proximity to passing vehicles. 

The use of the current benches suits only the 
sure-footed. 

Despite these difficulties the site offers one of 
the nicest river lookouts in Mississippi 
Mills; 

Project Goals: 
To improve accessibility, safety and 
enjoyment; while protecting ecological values 
with a “soft footprint. 

Any improvements must be durable which 
requiring a minimum maintenance, invite 
community stewardship and permit future 
upgrading as resources become available. 

Current Vision: 
Envisaged is a low-level steel viewing 
platform with wheelchair access, seating, 
protective railings and sunshade. 

An improved pathway to the river’s edge 
compatible with current usage. 

Maintain the existing natural vegetation. 



Our Challenge: 
Enlist more friends to help; physical work by 
interested volunteers where possible; 

Raise funds in the community, philanthropic 
foundations, and elsewhere; 

Get the job done before winter. 

The Team: 
This project is spearheaded by The Hub 
working in partnership with Mississippi Mills 
Council and staff; 

An ad hoc Hub committee consists of: 

Co-chairs- Janet Nisbet (256-4022) and Julia 
Thomas (256-2116) 

Secretary- Janet Fytche (256-1798) 

Treasurer- Frank Thomas (256-2116) 

Council Member - Marilyn Anderson (257-
4818) 

Others committee members:  

Amelia Ah You (256-9834) 

Ralph Cotterill (256-3528) 

Richard Limmert (256-4022) 

George Yaremchuk (256-5837) 

 

IF YOU’D LIKE TO HELP PLEASE 
SPEAK TO ANYONE ON THE HUB 
COMMITTEE. 

Your Comments 
We look forward to your input. Some things 
you may wish to consider and comment on: 

• Style of the platform 

• Sun shade concepts 

• Other potential uses 

• Viewing area exact location 

• Resources – donations and work done 
in kind 

You can drop off your comments to The Hub 
in Almonte, or mail to: 

Martin St Lookout Project 

c/o Julia Thomas 

2 Tatra St, Almonte, ON 
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